The Kabul Campaign.
enemy. Even admitting that he was delayed by the necessity for constructing a road for his heavy guns across the Pass, and by short supplies and insufficient carriage, the time occupied was little calculated to impress the Afghans with a notion of the General's vigor, On the 6th January the defeat of a scouting party of the Amir's cavalry was followed by the flight of Mir Afzal Khan, maternal uncle of the late Abdoolah Jan, the Amir's heir, from Kandahar, and an invitation from the principal men for the English General to take possession. On the 8th January, a British force once more marched through the city, and occupied the fort. The key of southern Afghanistan then passed into English possession, and the 6rst act in the campaign in thU direction had been completed.
Major St. John was appointed superintendent, and Nawab Gholam Hossein the Governor. No precautions were taken as when forty years before Major Rawlinson held the reins of authority. Ghazis were not forbidden to enter the city, and no step was taken towards disarming the population. The proclamation of the Viceroy that India did not make war with the Afghans but with their ruler, was carried into effect with stupid literalness, since, in order to observe it, the most ordinary precautions were neglected.* The result of this mildness was that, two days after "the entry of the troops, Major St. John was fired at in the bazar, and a series of outrages commenced which must have given the Afghans ample reason to respect our patience, if the capacity to respect such a quality were not unfortunately absent from their nature. The army made no long halt at Kandahar. General Stewart
Sushed on with a strong force to Khelai>Ghilzai, which he found eserted on the 21st January, while General Biddulph marched westward to Girishk, and reconnoitered the whole country* in its neighbourhood, pushing his excursions as far as Kalah-i-Bist on the Helmand* The garrison of Kandahar was left under the command of Brigadier Nuttall. By the 27th January the hills about Khelat-i-Ghi)zai were covered with snow, and grave consideration began to be paid to the question of supplies. But just as Biddulph had marched into Girishk, and General , Primrose had arrived at Kandahar to assume command of the 1st Division, the whole aspect of affairs was changed by th$ receipt of orders directing the return of one division to India. General Primrose simply turned on his footsteps and hurried bock to Sinde and thence to Puna. The columns in the field evacuated their positions and turned their faces towards Kandahar* < General Biatfulph saw no special signs of hostility. Certain chiefe held \fc30of from him, and others gave him clearly' to under* stand that they felt bound to consider what might happen after his